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states might be on the basis of their contributions to the federal
expenses. Paterson insisted that there was no more reason for a
rich state to have more votes than a poor state than for a rich
citizen to have more votes than a poor citizen. He refused to
accept the argument that the national government ought to
operate directly on the people and that the people should there-
fore elect the national legislature. He thought it much better,
as under the Articles of Confederation, for the people to elect
their state legislatures, and for the state legislatures to elect "their
federal representatives." Nothing else was needed but "to mark
the orbits of the States with due precision, and provide for the
use of coercion, which was the great point/* But he did not say
what mode of coercion he had in mind.
Wilson had hinted, Paterson said, that if the smaller states
would not unite with the others on a federal basis of representa-
tion, then the larger might be reduced to "confederating among
themselves." Wilson had hinted this on the 5th, possibly to put
pressure on New Jersey and Delaware; and had hoped that if
such a "partial union" had to be formed, it would leave "a door
open * for the others to come in when they saw the wisdom of it
'--Nothing had been said in reply to Wilson at the time, but Pater-
se had remembered it. Now he threw out his peroratory de-
ync€. "Let them unite if they please, but let them remember that
aey have no authority to compel the others to unite. New Jersey
will never confederate on the plan before the Committee. She
would be swallowed up. He had rather submit to a monarch, to
a despot, than to such a fate. He would not only oppose the
plan here but on his return home do everything in his power to
defeat it there.3*
These were the most heated words that had yet been spoken
in the Convention, Wilson was as warm in his rejoinder. A
majority of the states, he said, or even a minority, had a right
to form a union, and the rest might do as they pleased. If all
authority was derived from the people, then equal numbers of
people ought to have equal representation, different numbers
different representation. This principle had been violated in the
Confederation, "owing to the urgent circumstance's of the time."
That was no excuse for making the violation perpetual. "We have
been told that each State being sovereign, all are equal. So each
man is naturally a sovereign over himself, and all men are there-

